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LOUTH 


Rural  Sanitarv  District. 


42nd  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  has  been 
249  or  5  more  than  last  year.  The  death  rate  has  been  1376 
above  the  previous  quinquennial  average.  It  is  very  en¬ 
couraging  to  find  the  death  rate  from  all  causes  in  the  country 
generally  has  declined  25  percent  between  the  years  1891 — 1900 
and  1913.  In  our  district  35  infants  died  under  a  year  old, 
against  a  previous  quinquennial  average  of  36.  16  died  of 

premature  birth,  debility,  and  malformation.  The  death  rate  per 
1,000  births  under  a  year  old  has  been  98*87  against  a  previous 
quinquennial  average  of  92*57  The  number  of  births  was  354 
against  382  the  average  of  the  two  previous  years.  The  birth 
rate  per  thousand  has  been  19*44  against  previous  quinquen¬ 
nial  average  of  21*1.  The  natural  increase  of  population  was  108. 
Further  particulars  respecting  the  births  and  deaths  will  be 
found  in  Tables  I.,  III.  and  IV.,  in  the  Appendix. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  have  been  54  notifications  of  epidemic  infectious 
disease,  and  32  of  Tuberculosis.  When  an  epidemic  infectious 
disease  is  notified,  steps  are  at  once  taken  to  find  out  the  cause 
and  remove  it,  instructions  are  given  respecting  isolation 
disinfection,  etc.,  and  disinfectants  are  usually  supplied.  When 
the  Medical  attendant  reports  that  the  case  is  sufficiently  recov¬ 
ered,  the  house  is  disinfected  by  the  Inspector.  When  necessary 
the  Day  School  is  closed,  and  disinfected  without  delay.  There 
is  no  isolation  hospital,  the  houses  being  so  scattered,  and  the 
cases  so  few,  that  it  is  thought  unnecessary.  With  the  view  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection,  I  have  your  authority  to  hire 
a  house,  or  part  of  a  house,  if  I  think  it  necessary,  to  which  an 
infected  person  may  be  removed  and  isolated.  The  following  is 
a  list  of  the  cases  notified  during  the  year  1914,  viz.  : — 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ...  13 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina  ...  ...  21 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  28 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  4 


86 


For  these  cases,  arranged  according  to  ages  and  districts  see 


Table  II.  in  the  Appendix. 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 


There  have  been  13  cases,  or  2  more  than  last  year.  The 
precautions  taken  by  antitoxin  disinfection  and  isolation  have 
usually  been  successful,  only  3  having  died.  There  were  2  cases 
in  Conisholme  imported  from  Grimsby.  In  April  a  case  occurred 
at  Binbrook  where  no  cause  could  be  detected,  a  child  died  at 
South  Elkington  of  Membranous  Croup  where  insanitary  condi¬ 
tions  were  present.  In  September,  5  cases  at  one  house  in  North 
Somercotes  were  caused  by  insanitary  conditions  which  were  duly 
rectified,  an  imported  case  was  reported  from  Fulstow  and  another 
at  Binbrook,  where  no  cause  could  be  found.  Single  cases  also 
occurred  in  November  and  December,  where  no  cause  could  be 
detected. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  have  been  21  cases  but  they  have  been  of  a  mild  type, 
no  death  having  occurred.  Nearly  half  have  been  in  the  Tetney 
Registration  Sub-district.  An  entertainment  was  given  at  North 
Thoresby  in  February,  6  cases  were  traceable  to  the  entertainment. 
3  other  cases  were  imported  from  other  districts.  Single  cases 
have  occurred  at  Maltby-le-Marsh,  Oxcombe,  Hagnaby,  Binbrook 
and  Ludborough  where  the  cause  could  not  be  traced. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Three  cases  were  reported.  In  one  insanitary  conditions 
were  present  but  not  in  the  others. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


There  were  14  cases  all  of  autogenetic  origin  one  proved 
fatal. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

3  cases  have  occurred.  In  one  it  was  induced  by  a  case  of 
erysipelas  in  the  house. 


MEASLES 

Has  occurred  in  different  places  but  has  only  been  fatal  in 
one  case. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

Has  caused  3  deaths,  in  two  cases  the  child  was  under  a  year 
old  and  in  the  other  under  2. 

INFLUENZA. 

Caused  6  deaths. 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Were  fatal  in  7  cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  have  been  32  notifications,  28  of  pulmonary  cases  and 
4  of  the  disease  in  other  parts.  9  have  died,  30  were  notified  last 
year.  The  inspector  disinfects  in  all  fatal  cases  and  you  provide 
disinfectants,  spittoons,  and  pocket  flasks  where  necessary.  Where 
the  patients  receive  benefit  under  the  National  Insurance  Act, 
and  it  is  practicable,  they  are  sent  to  a  Sanatorium  or  to  a 
Shelter  provided  by  the  County  Council,  4  cases  have  left  the 
district.  Dr.  Perry  Walker,  one  of  the  Assistant  Tuberculosis 
officers  attends  in  the  Cornmarket,  Louth,  twice  a  week  to 
examine  and  advise  patients. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  water  supply  is  chiefly  by  pumps,  artesian  wells,  over¬ 
flowing  springs,  and  a  few  surface  wells.  Each  house,  or  set  of 
houses,  is  supplied  according  to  circumstances.  Withcall, 
South  Elkington,  Raithby,  Stenigot,  and  some  of  the  Wold 
•villages  have  their  water  pumped  up  by  rams  and  windmills. 
The  water  in  the  district  is  usually  very  good.  Where  it  Is 
impure  in  any  degree,  action  is  taken  by  your  orders,  to  secure  a 
wholesome  supply  within  a  reasonable  distance.  I  have 
analysed  15  samples  of  water,  9  were  good,  and  6  more  or  less 
impure. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  manure  works  at  Binbrook,  Donington-on-Bain, 
Marshchapel  and  North  Thoresby  have  worked  satisfactorily. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

Both  the  Inspector  and  l  have  made  systematic  inspections 
of  the  district  during  the  year.  The  following  is  Mr.  Higginson’s 
report. 


4  Canal  Boats  examined. 

120  Informal  Notices  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances, 
7  Formal  Notices. 

22  Rooms  in  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases. 
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6  Rooms  in  houses  disinfected  after  consumption, 

3  Buildings  disinfected  after  occupation  by  troops, 

18  Houses  repaired. 

14  Houses  provided  with  improved  ventilation. 

1 1  Houses  damp  (abated). 

1  House  overcrowded  (abated). 

1  House  (filthy)  cleansed. 

7  New  Privies  erected.  • 

13  New  Pail  Closets  erected. 

16  Privies  converted  into  Pails. 

11  Privies  (vaults)  converted  into  improved  Privies. 

12  Pail  Closets  repaired. 

13  Privies  (with  vaults)  pulled  down  or  done  away  with, 

4  Privy  middens  removed. 

1  Water-Closet  provided  with  light  and  ventilation. 

2  Water-Closets  (defective)  removed  and  new  ones  fixed0- 

2  Soil  Pipes  (new)  fixed. 

50  Drains  repaired,  trapped,  &c. 

26  Drains  relaid  or  reconstructed. 

15  Drains  new. 

8  Sink  Pipes  disconnected. 

8  Spoutings  repaired,  &c. 

3  Cesspools,  new  ones  constructed. 

3  Cesspools  cleaned  out. 

4  Sewage  Tanks  cleaned  out. 

9  Foul  Dykes  cleaned  out. 

1  Foul  Dyke  piped  in. 

45  Foul  Accumulations  removed. 
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14  Yards,  concreted,  repaved,  or  repaired. 

4  Animals  (fowls)  improperly  kept,  removed. 

2  Urinals  newly  erected. 

2  Urinals  foul  removed. 

i  Urinal  repaired. 

5  Wells  repaired. 

3  Wells  new. 

i  Well  cleaned  out. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the 
purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  1909 — 314. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses,  which  on  inspection  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation — 9. 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  with 
view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders — 3. 

The  number  of  closing  orders  made — o. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders— 66. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the  making  of  closing, 
orders  were  put  in  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation — o. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  closed  and  pulled  down 
a  Without  closing  orders — 2. 
b  After  closing  orders — o. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  made  lit  for  human  habitation 
without  representations  being  made — 5. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found,  were  defective 

drains  anl  closets,  and  wTant  of  general  repairs. 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

21  new  dwelling-houses  have  been  erected  this  year,  against 
29  in  1913,  and  19  in  1912.  Of  the  21,  19  are  for  the  Working 
Classes,  being  the  same  number  as  in  1913. 

3  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  Parish  of  Tetney,  2  each  in 
the  Parishes  of  Belleau,  Carlton,  Hallington,  Oxcombe,  North 
Somercotes,  and  Swaby,  and  one  each  in  the  Parishes  of 
Beesby,  South  Elkington,  Fulstow,  Holton-le-Clay,  Saltfleet  and 
Theddlethorpe. 

The  4  new  houses  erected  in  the  Parishes  of  Hallington  and 
.Swaby,  take  the  place  of  4  houses  that  the  attention  of  the 
owners  were  called  to  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Additions  and  alterations  have  been  made  to  9  houses  by 
adding  extra  rooms,  thus  considerably  improving  them. 

FRANK  HIGGINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CEASSFS. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  insufficiency  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  or  scarcity  of  houses  in  this  district,  and  in  some  parishes 
houses  are  unoccupied. 

The  population  according  to  the  last  census  is  18,285,  a 
•decrease  of  202,  as  compared  with  the  census  of  1901,  and 
although  many  old  houses  have  been  demolished,  the  number  has 
increased  by  117  since  1901.  The  cottages  occupied  by  the 
Working  Classes  are  on  the  whole  fairly  good,  nearly  all  thatched 
cottages  have  been  demolished,  and  the  majority  are  constructed 
of  brick  with  tiled  or  slated  roofs.  During  the  past  year  only  one 
•case  of  overcrowding  was  discovered,  and  was  abated. 
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DRAINAGE. 

The  systems  of  drainage  at  North  Somercotes,  Binbrook,  Aby, 
and  Ludford,  are  working  satisfactorily.  The  district  is  wholly 
rural,  part  being  inland,  and  part  maritime.  About  half  is  flat 
and  called  “  Marsh,”  although  from  being  properly  drained,  it  has 
ceased  to  be  so.  The  other  half  forms  part  of  the  “  Wolds,”  and 
is  very  hilly.  The  houses  are  scattered,  there  being  88  parishes, 
with  at  the  last  census  4,534  inhabited  houses,  spread  over  142,263 
acres.  Consequently  very  few  systems  of  drainage  are  required, 
the  houses  being  drained  according  to  their  positions  and 
surroundings  and  the  requirements  of  each  individual  case.  The 
sewage,  house  refuse,  and  excrement  are  disposed  of  by  being 
mixed  with  the  land  in  the  gardens  and  fields.  Generally  cess¬ 
pools  are  made,  the  overflow  going  into  the  nearest  dyke.  These 
cesspools  when  full  are  cleaned  out,  and  the  sludge  mixed  with 
the  land.  If  there  is  no  cesspool,  the  refuse  is  put  on  the  garden. 
There  is  no  scavenging.  The  Inspector  estimates  the  following 
as  the  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  district.  Privies 
1738,  Pail  Closets  718,  and  Water  Closets  175.  During  the  year 
the  question  of  drainage  of  the  Station  road,  North  Thoresby,  has 
received  considerable  attention,  and  it  is  now  decided  to  pipe  in 
the  dyke  which  will  abate  a  serious  nuisance.  The  drainage  of 
Welton-le-Wold  is  receiving  your  attention  and  the  pollution  of 
the  stream  will  be  abated  in  due  course.  The  sewage  works  at 
Louth  are  not  quite  completed. 

MILITARY. 

Report  of  Billeting  within  the  District. 

Number  of  billets  end  of  year  ...  ...  57 

Number  of  visits  made  to  billets  ...  122 

Nuisances  found  on  premises  ...  ...  59 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  23 

Order  given  for  the  work  to  be  done  or  the 

work  is  in  hand  ...  ...  ...  20 

Nuisances  receiving  attention  by  owners  ...  9 

The  nuisances  found  consisted  of  foul  accumulations  by  the 
troops,  drainage  required  to  premises,  foul  and  defective  privies, 
foul  urinals  and  defective  W.c’s. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  have  had  due  attention,  but  their  work  has  been 
much  interfered  with  by  the  occupation  of  the  premises  of  the 
following  schools,  by  the  military,  namely  ;  Tetney,  North  Cotes, 
Marshchapel,  North  Somercotes,  Theddlethorpe  (Wesleyan  and 
Church),  and  Saltfleetby.  North  Cockerington  school  was  closed 
in  February  and  to  March  gth  for  German  Measles,  Trusthorpe 
for  Measles  part  of  January,  and  for  part  of  July  for  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Withern  for  part  of  June  for  the  same  disease. 

The  FACTORY  and  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901 

Has  very  little  operation  in  this  district,  which  is  entirely 
rural.  It  applies  however  to  Bakehouses  of  which  there  are  16. 
Inspections  have  been  made  and  a  general  compliance  found 
with  its  provisions  ;  none  are  underground.  Section  22  of  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  you, 
but  no  standard  of  suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation  for 
persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops,  has  been  found 
necessary. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  10,  18  inspections 
have  been  made. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Committee  for  their  continued,  and  unvarying  kindness  and 
courtesy,  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  J.  MYERS,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May  19th,  1915. 
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APPENDIX. 


1  ABLE  i.  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LOUThj  (for  wh\ole  District.) 
Vital  Statistics  during  1914,  and  previous  years. 


Year. 

Population 

M  estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths.J 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 
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9 

27 
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224 

12-0 
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383 

20*95 
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I 

19 

55 

*43'6 

259 
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18,015 
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I 

*3 

30 
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I  2*1 1 

! 1 9 1 3 

i8»233 

3S4 
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21-39 
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12-01 

4 

29 

31 

79'47 
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I  8,209 

352 

354 

r9'44 

232 

12-74 

4 

18 

35 

98.87 

247 

'3'56 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  154,627 
Total  population  at  all  ages,  18,285.  dotal  families  or 
separate  occupiers  4,529.  At  Census  of  1911. 
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TABLE  II. 


No  Isolation  Hospital,  Hospitals  or  Sanatoria,  &c. 
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TABLE  III.  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LOUTR. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1914. 
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Total  Deaths 
Whether  of 
“  Residents  ” 
or  “  Non 
Residents  ”  in 
Institutions  in 
the  District. 

All  Causes : 

Certified 

241 

34 

6 

3 

4 

7 

27 

43 

ri5 

Uncertified 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Enteric  Eever 

Q 

1 

,  1 

Small-pox 

J 

. 

Measles 

I 

1 

Scarlet  lever 

... 

Whooping-cough 

Q 

0 

1 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

D 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Influenza 

6 

1 

I 

O 

O 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

,  r  •  *  •  *•* 

PhthlSIS  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

15 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

7 

3 

T 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

29 

2 

6 

21 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Mengingitis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Organic  Heart  disease 

34 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1 

3 

5 

25 

Bronchitis 

1  ^ 

Q 

2 

0 

6 

Pneumonia  all  other  forms 

1  j 
10 

J 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

0 

4 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis 

D 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

1 

1 

Alcholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

4 

1 

s 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

nr 

3 

2 

Other  accidents  and  dis- 

3 

eases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturiton 

1 

1 

i 

•  •  •  .i 

Congenital  Debility  and 

•  •  • 

Malformation,  including 

Premature  birth 

16 

16 

•  •  • 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding 

•  •  •  ^ 

Suicide) 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Suicides 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

88 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

O 

52 

•  •  • 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

1 

known 

•  •  • 

i 

All  causes 

249 

35 

7 

3 

4 

7 

28 

44 

1 19 

•  •  • 

1 

Sub-  I  -r, 

n  .  rneumoma 

hn  tries 

3 

1 

1 

1 

j 
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TABLE  IV.  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LOUTH 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914- 
Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  I  year  of  age. 


